Biodiversity Links

The water vole is part of Scotland's biodiversity, (which means
the variety of life, and includes plants and animals, and the
places in which they live). To help children understand how
everything links and review their understanding of biodiversity,
photocopy the cards on the reverse of the water vole poster. Game
Cut them out and group into the following categories:

Can you catch a water vole game

Water voles eyesight is not very good but it does have very
good hearing. How good is your hearing — would you make
a good water vole?

— The one chosen
1. Mammals (warm blooded, give birth to live young and to be the
feed them on milk) “water vole”
sits blindfolded
on the ground,
other children are
3. Reptiles (cold blooded, lay eggs on land, often have “predators” and sit
scaly skin) scattered around.

2. Birds (warm blooded, have feathers, lay eggs, most
can fly)

4. Amphibians (cold blooded, lay eggs in water, but the
adults can live on the land, soft skin)

— The leader picks
a child to try
and reach the “water vole” without being heard. If the
“water vole” thinks he hears someone he points in that

5. Fish (cold blooded, have scales, breathe in water
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using gills) direction and shouts “predator!”. If correct — that child is
6. Invertebrates (small creatures without a backbone) “out”
7. Plants (have green leaves and use energy from sunlight to — If the “predator” manages to touch the “water vole” on
make food) the knee :aefore being pointed at then the “water vole” In and oyt the wat Water voles_are the largest voles in Britain, and
Can you add another one of your choice to each category? is caughtl < are often mistaken for rats. Sometimes they are

called water rats and ‘Ratty’, in the story ‘Wind in
the Willows’, by Kenneth Grahame, was actually a

nto the water with g ¢

when . lop’ water vole, not a rat.
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Adapted - to change something to fit T ick Water Voles have:
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new circumstances un air which tra ;

) der the water. The trapped ajr is air when they djye ater Vole F,
Burrow — a hole in the ground dug by away from theijr body ang €eps the cold water Vate act
an animal for shelter Small ears an d inside t SO keeps them warm, é]erb:ls m::e rodent like
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Predator — an animal that kills and Surprisingly, however, water voles heir f,, the size ofa larg h 5 nigpy 9. Y

. . are Is
eats other animals basic SWimmers. "2y and g egIOSSy br amster ( -20cn 8
Prey — an animal hunted as food for Otters live in water and h fer vol Particulay, b
. ave Webbed t nlik, . ry in
another animal check the phot . oes - Ike rat ite Cotlanq)
Photo to see if water i ha 8 ffu
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Rodent - belonging to the group of voles do too? ils e

animals which includes rats, mice and
squirrels

Vegetarian — a person or animal that
doesn’t eat meat
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There is a poster to go with this factsheet and other
posters and factsheets in the ‘All About’ series.
Download the poster from www.snh.org.uk/pdfs/
education/poster/p-watervoles.pdf or contact
SNH, Battleby, Redgorton, Perth, PH1 3EW




Water voles at home

Water voles are found along river banks and
mountain burns and in marshes. They like steep

sided earthy banks beside slow moving water, where

they make lots of tunnels. These tunnels come out
above and below the waterline. Their long strong
front teeth can be used to take bites out of the earth
as they dig out these burrows. They use their legs
and feet to then push the earth out of the burrow.
They also need to have lots of tall, thick, leafy and
juicy plants growing along the edge of the water and
in the water. The plants supply the water voles with
food to eat and places to hide from predators.

Mink

American mink are a big problem for water voles.

Mink were brought to Britain and reared on fur farms particularly to make fur

collars on coats.

Many mink escaped and they found the British countryside very much to

their liking.

There were many, many water voles at that time, and they lived along rivers
where mink like to live too. Unfortunately, water voles are the perfect size for

mink to hunt and eat!

Water voles burrow

Going Down!

Water voles used to be very common in lots of places
in Scotland. They are now quite rare and numbers are
still going down.

Why?

Any one or more of the following could have been
the reason why water voles disappeared from YOUR
neighbourhood.

1. Mink are really good at hunting water voles and
female mink are small enough to get into water vole
burrows

2. Water pollution

3. River bank plants were lost when banks were
planted with commercial conifer trees

4. River bank plants are too short as they are grazed
and trampled by farm animals

5. Earthy riverbanks were built over with stones and
concrete.

How would you protect water vole habitats if you
were a farmer or a forester?

Describing a water vole

Read the description of the water vole on the first page and fill in the labels with a describing word or words for each one

(for example ‘small’ ears)

Add in information about adaptations to life in the water if you can!
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Words to help you: fur; whiskers; teeth; tail; ea'-rs; fingers/feet

The Watervole and me

Water vole, water vole come out to play
Here with me on the River Tay
Here | am on my little canoe
Won't you come out to play too?

Ssh! What was that | heard?

Ssh! Don't say a word!

A splash and a ripple just up ahead
A nose and a whisker, is that his head?

My, my Mr. Water vole how small you arel!
Swimming along on the river so far

Oh no, you've heard me and | see you sink
Goodness me, there goes a mink!

Poor little water vole frightened so much

What a pity | couldn't just touch

As he looked so smooth with his lovely fur coat
I'd love him to come for a ride on my boat

Can you draw and complete a food chain which includes a water vole?

Read the information in the factsheet to help you.
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