








EARLY 
Tl MES ON THE TAY

SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITES 

CURRICULAR AREA 

Social Studies: People, 
Past Events 

and Societies 

EXPERIENCES & OUTCOMES 

I can interpret historical evidence 
from a range of periods to help to 

build a picture of Scotland's 
heritage and my sense 

of chronology. 
SOC 2-02a 

I can use primary and secondary 
sources selectively to research 

events in the past. 
SOC 2-0la 

I can compare and contrast a society 
in the past with my own 

and contribute to a discussion of the 
similarities and differences. 

SOC 2-04a 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

• Clothing - what did they wear?
Where did the materials come from?

Following research, create paper 
dolls and dress them appropriately 

using collage. Or dress pipe 
cleaner/Playmobil/Lego action 

figures appropriately and position 
them on the model house. 

Using images from SCRAN 
(www.scran.ac.uk) as a reference 

point, pupils could create their own 
objects (jewellery, shields, weapons 

etc) inspired by original objects. 

https://www.scran.ac.uk/
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SOC 2-04a 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

• Travel - how did they get around?
Find out how people travelled in

early times. The Tay itself is likely to 
have been the 'motorway' of its age, 

with river travel often easier than 
travel overland. Investigate the boats 

of the time. 

Material on YouTube on the Bronze 
Age Carpow log boat may be of 

interest (https://www.youtube.com 
/watch?v=S_6xFmpf JGY). The 

Carpow boat was 9m long; you could 
mark this out in the classroom. How 

many children could have fitted in it? 
Try! How would it have moved? 

SCRAN has a good set of images on 
early boatbuilding, including 

building a coracle. You could make 
mini model boats and test them. 
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If possible, visit your chosen site. 
Carry out measuring recording and 
interpretive activities. This resource 

has some good ideas: 
http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk 

/images/corporate/pdf/outdoor
archaeological-learning

resource.pdf 





EARLY 
TIMES ONTHETAV

BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND FURTHER RESOURCES 

NEOLITHIC OR STONE AGE (3500 - 2000 BC) 

The first people to populate Tayside were the Mesolithic hunter-gatherers, who moved around, 
hunting prey and harvesting wild crops according to the season. From around 4000-3500BC 
people started to settle and begin to domesticate animals and grow crops: Scotland's first farmers. 
Stone circles aligned with the sun or moon, such as the one at Croft Moraig near Kenmore may 
have had a ritual significance, as may have cup-and-ring mark stone carvings found in Strathtay. 

• Investigating Early Carved Stones a resource from Historic Environment Scotland can 
be downloaded here: 

It includes activities for investigating stone circles such as that at Croft Moraig near Kenmore. 

• Gordon Barclay, Farmers, Temples and Tombs: Scotland in the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age,
Historic Scotland/Birlinn 2005.

A good guide to the period of Scotland's first farmers. 

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/%20publications/publication/?publicationId=12431957-5e19-4e54-8c24-a58600e466c0


http://www.pkht.org.uk/projects/completed-projects/carpow-logboat/
http://www.taylp.org/training-workshops/inspiring-people-bursary-scheme/


http://www.crannog.co.uk/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/humanities/research/archaeologyresearch/projects/serf/forteviotexcavations/prehistoricceremonialcomplex/
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/PDF/fcms123.pdf/$FILE/fcms123.pdf


http://www.crannog.co.uk/
http://www.crannog.co.uk/visitors/photo-galleries/202-special-gallery
https://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/images/pdf/rec_pdfs/Iron_Age_Loch_Tay_Loch_Tummel.pdf
http://www.nms.ac.uk/media/59281/scots-early-people-handling.pdf
https://www.scran.ac.uk/
https://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/images/corporate/pdf/outdoor-archaeological-learning-resource.pdf


https://canmore.org.uk/site/28025/carnac-moredun
http://www.taylp.org/learning-zones/kids/
http://www.aocarchaeology.com/key-projects/moredun/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/sysm/romans/index_choice.shtml


http://www.antoninewall.org/learning-centre/primary
https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/games/discover-the-romans/?item_id=
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zxv6pv4


https://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/images/corporate/pdf/the-picts-a-learning-resource.pdf
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/ublications/publication/?publicationId=12431957-%205e19-4e54-8c24-a58600e466c0
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/meigle-sculptured-stone-museum/


https://www.scran.ac.uk/


https://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/images/corporate/pdf/outdoor-archaeological-learning-resource.pdf
https://www.scran.ac.uk/
https://canmore.org.uk/
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