
Landscape Skills Award 

Inspired by…Patrick Matthew 

Patrick Matthew was an entrepreneurial farmer and horticulturalist who in 1831 published an outline of the 

principle of natural selection, some 30 years before Darwin published On the Origin of the Species. He was 

born near Scone in 1790 into a family that had farmed the land in the area since the 16th century. Among 

his many achievements he was responsible for developing one of the largest orchards in Scotland with over 

10,000 fruit trees; sadly this legacy no longer remains. However, the avenue of Californian Giant Redwoods 

at Inchture, planted from seed by Patrick Matthew serves as a permanent reminder of his exploits. His 

remarkable achievements have inspired this landscape skills award.       

The Award 

The Tay Landscape Partnership will offer an annual award of £500 to one student per year to support them 

in completing vocational and non-vocational qualifications in environmental, conservation and heritage 

skills courses. This can be used for travel expenses, equipment, course fess and other resources.   

The recipient will be required to: 

 provide quarterly progress updates 

 complete the course and deliver a report to the TayLP steering group within one year of the award 

being awarded 

 deliver a talk or workshop on what they have been learning or have input into one of the TayLP 

projects 

Applicants must be under 25, currently enrolled, or looking to enrol in courses, in environmental or 

conservation subjects or on heritage skills course. They must submit the application outlining what they 

hope to achieve and how they plan on using the fund. 

75% of the award will be paid to the successful applicant at the beginning of the project.  The remainder will 

be paid two months before the end of the project on the completion of the 3rd progress report. All 

applicants should have a UK bank account.  
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